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Diſtrict of PENNSYLY ANITA, © 
To WIT. 5 h ' + 
E 1T REMEMBERED, T hat, on the | 
24th day of December, in the 20th 
year of the independence of the United 
States of America, Elhanan Winchefler, * 
of the ſaid diftri, hath depoſited in this 3 
office, the title of a book, the right where-" 
of he claims "as _ author, in the words 
u Following, to wi: „ 
W A plain political catechiſm, intended | 5 
Fer the uſe of ſchools, in the United States 
/ America; wherem the great principle. 
of liberty, and of the federal government, 
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are laid doxun and explained, in the way © 1 4 
7. queſtion and anſwer, made level to ibke 
-e capacities, by Flhanan Wincheſter; 


| int 1 to the ad of the Congreſs 
We! the United States, intitled, „ an at fr. 
„4 the encouragement of learning, by ſecuring 
dhe copies of maps, charts, and books, to | 
2 ö the authors and proprietors of ſuch copies, . 4 
during the times therein mentioned.” 44 
6 AMUEL CALDWELL, Clerk *© ; 

- of the difiri of Pennſylvania, 
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UrsrioW I RE 9 

HAT is man in 4 fate of N 
)  , nature. without fociety;? © | 
f | ttt ANSWER. ene aig 1 

A weak, helpleſs, feeble; un- 
protected animal; barely able, 
under very favourable circunty 
ſtances,” to procure himſelf food, 

1. but none other of the comforts 
or conveniences, far leſs elegan. 
cies of life; nor does it appear 
that he would be capable of much 
happineſs. Hence the neceſſity 
and utility of a ſtate of ſociety, _ 
_ wheel mankind are, 9 5 
{4736 3 5 


SG 


born, and incorporated from their 


infancy, and, therefore, ſcarce ever 
feeling the want of ſociety, hardly 


_ ever contemplate the real wants 
that they would experience if in 


a ſtate of nature; alone, unaſſiſted, 
and unprotected. 
QUESTION II. 
What is ſociety ? 
. ANSWER; 

Society is a natural or voluñ · | 
tary combination of. individuals 
together, to comfort, aſſiſt; 
ſtrengthen and ſupport each 
other. Hence the neceſſity of 


a ſtate of ſociety originates in the 


wants and weakneſſes of men, 
who can ſcarcely exiſt ſingly, but 


united can perform great things, 


and enjoy. affluence, and all the 
means of happineſs. NM. B. Nat- 
ural ſociety is that into which wWe 
are born, as into families; which 
00 N families 


(7.1 


farnilies belong to communities, 
&c. but voluntary ſociety is that 
into which perſons enter by their 
own choice, as into the ſtate of 
marriage, connexion with ſocie- 
tes, or N aſſociations of 
any k 

x QUESTION m. 

| What makes government neceſſary E 

: ANSWER. 

As ſociety originates in the 
wants and weakneſs of man, 
the neceſſity of government ariſes 


partly from the 1gnorance, but 


chieſly from the wickedneſs of 
ſome individuals in ſociety. It is 
neceſſary in all ſocieties that there 
ſhould be certain rules of conduct 
for all the individuals compoſing 
them to obſerve, and there muſt: 
alſo be an authority to which they 
may refer their diſputes, to prevent 
Travers. from diſturbing the 

A 4 general 
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TE? ,, 
genera] peace. But the great 
1 neceſſity of government ariſes 
from the vices of ſociety; for 
if there was no government, the 
weak, innocent, ſimple, and de- 
ſenceleſs, would become a prey 
to the ſtrong, the vicidus, Fe 
crafty, and deſigning: And it is 
highly expedient that there ſhould 
be a power to judge and puniſh - 
thoſe who offend, elſe any man 
that was injured, or who ſuppoſed 
himſelf injured, - would be both 
party, judge, and avenger himſelf; 
to avoid which, government is 
WT ordained; and therefore, individu- 
us, compoſing ſociety, find it con- 
venient, and even neceſſary, to 
Wy give up ſome of their rights to 
ſecure the reſt. . But there are 
ſome too valuable to be ſacrificed, 
and are therefore called, unaliena- 
ble 2 8 
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QUESTION 


1 1 
ES oN w. 
What are the natural and un- 

ane rights of man ? 

- ANSWER. -; 
Life, liberty, and the purſuit 
of happineſs; and ſeveral others, 
which ought always to be reſerved 
in the hands of the people, and 
ought not to be delegated. 
, : QUESTION v. 

What is, then, the true le 8 
of governnent: 
OW OS, - ANSWER. + | 

To protect the lives, liberty, 
and property of the community, 
according to the high powers 
veſted in the rulers, for these 
purpoſes. 

QUESTION VI. 

In what manner ought amen 
to be erected? 

ANSWER, | 

By the free conſent and _ 

"0 


3 
of a majority of the citizens; and 
this is properly called, A ſocial 
compact, or mutual agreement. 
QUESTION VII. 

Has government in general Been 
thus commonly founded upon ſocial 
compat?, or the free cbotce of a ma- 
jority of the citizens? 

ANSWER. 

No, by no means ; tyrants 
have conquered countries, and 
given law to the inhabitants, and 

what liberty. they have, has been 
gained by little and little, by great 
exertions of the people, or fome- 
times by making ſtipulations with 
their conquerors, or their r 
ants, 

© QUESTION iI. 

1s the government of theſe United 
5 tates founded upon the ſocial compact? 

ANSWER. 

e and it is the firſt trial * 

the 


. 
* kind, upon a large ſcale, that 
has ever been made fince the 
origin of ſociety ; and its fate will 
determine the important queſtion,” | 
Whether men are worthy of 
liberty, r 
"QUESTION IX. 
What advantages had the inbab- 
 Stants of the United States, in form- 
ing the preſent federal conſtitutiop 
government? 
ANSWER, 
The greateſt by far that any 
people ever had; and it can 
ſcarcely be expected that any 
ſhould ever have greater. It was 
formed in an age when the prin- 
ciples of liberty were well under- 
ſtood; they had all the examples 
of former ages and governments 
before them, their beauties and 
deſects; they fat down in a ſtate 
of profound peace, and had full 
leiſure 


12 1 


leiſure to L the af perfect 


conſtitution that the nature of 
things would admit of, without 


being overawed by foreign force, 


bor put in fear by domeſtic faction; 
the beſt, and moſt experienced 


patriots, and ſuch as had the fulleſt 


= confidence of their conſtituents, 


were choſen to form it, and they 
unanimouſly agreed in the plan ; 


and finally, it was propoſed to the 


citizens at large, and was adopted 


by two thirds of them, before it 


could be ſet in motion. So that 


the preſent conſtitution had all the 


Mble chance at the time, of 


being exactly ſuitable to the cir- 


cumſtances, and agreeable to the 

will of the community. 
QUESTION X. 

' What is true political equality ? 

ANSWER, _ | 

Al men are equal in the 1 


C033 
of the law, be their ſtation what 
it may ; it ought equally to protect 
all, and puniſh all, according to 
their wumeel, or demerits. 
QUESTION xI. I 
1 "ny 7 the true idea of liberty 
ANSWER: * 
„ Ulberty is the freedom chat | 
every man ought to have; ro think, 
| ſpeak, write, and do what! he 
pleaſes, ſo that he: does not en- 
croach on the liberty of:others; or 
in be tcp injure the community. 
e 9:4) QUBSTION XH * 
bar is = ow fears! 1 way 
ernment © | 
2717 „ ANSWER, - ig Dom 
Nor 70 cakes 106 che Fot 
the: milder, ſimpler, and more 
equitable” the laws are, the more 
likely they are to be obeyed; 
while bitter oppreſſion tends to 
make people revolt againſt the 
w government 


[ 14 1 
government which tyranizes over 
them, inſtead of protecting them. 
„ ee n 
What are the natural advantages 
which the United Slates enjoy : 
r 
A large fertile country, 3 
{| on the whole length by the atlantie 
ocean; well ſituated for commerce; 
in the midſt of the northern tem- 
Perate zone; comprehending a 
great variety of ſoils, and ſeveral 
11 climates; well watered; extremely 
ſuitable for agriculture, that great 
ſource of national wealth; abun- 
dantly diverſified with mountains 
and vallies, hills and plains, rivers, 
brooks, fountains and ſprings, and 
almoſt every thing that is found 
in the creation. Itis a country in 
general that is both healthy and 
IN pleaſant, not ſubject to earth- 
nl! Sn an nor famines; 
| | and 
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and by lying at ſuch a ; he 
from Europe, is generally likely 
to be free from foreign wars. 
QUESTION XIV. 
¶ bat are the bleſſmgs which the. 
inhabitants of the United States enjoy 


under their preſent excellent COR 
lion? 


* 
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| ANSWER, 

- Perſonal freedom; full liberty 
to go and come at pleaſure ; - are 
allowed to acquire and poſſeſs 
a re to any amount; are nor 

urdened with tythes, which. 
_ diſcourage the cultivation of land 
in all countries where they exit ; 

taxes are light; government is 
ſupported at a very little expenſe ; 
there is an equal, free, unbiaſſed 
repreſentation; (which bleſſing 
alone, had it been enjoyed by the 

people of Great Britain, would 
entirely have prevented the war 
B 2 between 
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beter that country and hs 


and probably moſt other of the 
wars in which that nation has 
often unhappily been engaged ;) 
trial by jury ; the liberty of ſpeech, 


and of the prefs ; and full abſolute 


and free liberty of conſcience, 
without conſtraint or reſtraint ; 


which, by the conſtitution, is never. 


to be violated, or infringed upon 
either by a law reſpecting an 


eſtabliſhment of religion, on the 


one hand, or prohibiting the free 
exerciſe thereof, on the other, 
QUESTION XV. 
By wwhat marks may a good gov- 
ernment be known and judged 15 ? 
ANSWER. © 
By its mildneſs, equity, ef- 


ficiency, its friendlineſs to the 
Poor, its impartiality, its encour- 


aging uſeful arts and ſciences; 
its care to give inſtruction to all 
cit] rens, 


* 


K-29: 1 


citizens, eſpecially youth ; ſuch: a 
government is calculated to make 
men virtuous, uſeful, and happy; 
it is cheering, uſeful and pleaſant, 
like the light. of the morning, when 
the jun r1/eth, even a mornitig without 
clouds; as the tender graſs ſpringing 
out of the earth, by clear ſhinin 2 
after rain. 
QUESTION XVI. 

Does the conſtitution of the United 
States thus ſecure the liberties, and 
provide for the happineſs and prof= 
 perity of the community at large? 
| _ ANSWER. 

Certainly, for what country has 
ever flouriſhed for the time, equal 
to this, ſince the adoption of the 
federal conſtitution ? And what- 
ever defects it may have, they are 
all harmleſs; becauſe the conſti- 
tution itſelf provides for its amend- 
ments, whenever ſuch amendments 


B:.j. 4. 
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mall be . neceſſaty, either 
by two thirds of both houles of 
congreſs, or two thirds of the ſtate. 
legiſlatures yg a convention is then 
to be called, and the propoſed 
amendments ſhall be made, which, 
when ratified by three fourths of 
the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates, 
or by conventions called in three 
fourths of the ftates, they ſhall 
become part of the conſtitution, | 
This proviſion not only in a great 
degree covers all defects that might 
otherwiſe be ſuppoſed to exiſt in 
the conſtitution, but tends to 
prevent all riotous proceedings in 
order to gain redreſs, as it may 
at all times be obtained in a legal 
way when deſired. This is a 
. peculiar excellency in the federal 
conſtitution, and is hardly to be 
found in any other national form 
of govern ment, and ſhews the great 


8 Wildom 
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wiſdom RP modeſty of rhofe ven. 
erable patriots who. compoted it. 


QUESTION XVII. 
Ts the exiſtence of the Jon 


fate governments, a blemiſh er © 


beauly in the great republic? 

\. ANSWER. | 
Their ſeveral conſtitutions dif- 
fering from each other, yet all 
tending to promote the ſame ends, 
liberty and happineſs ; afford a 
pleaſing variety; and one may im- 


prove by another, and the whole 
tend more to the preſervation of 


Hberty in this country, than though 
they were all deſtroyed, or reduced | 


to the ſame form. 


QUESTION XVIII. 
Are not ſome principles of religion 
abſolutely neceſſary to the exiſtence 


of government? 


ANSWER, 
Yes, for if any teſtimonies, 
fare 


L. 20 1 <1 


affirmations or Gaths are required, 
of the citizens, in order to give 
them force and validity, they who 
give teſtimony muſt be ſup poſed 
to believe, 

Iſt. That there n ee 
Hheing, the great Creator, and 

Sovereign of the univerſe. 

2d. That he pays attention to 
the words and actions of men. 
3d. That he loves and approves 
truth, and abhors and deteſts falſ- 
hood. 

Ath. That there is a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 
which puniſhments, whatever they 
be, the perſon. giving evidence 
imprecates vpon himſelf, in caſe | 
he doth not ſpeak the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth; and theſe puniſhments muſt 
be ſuppoſed and believed to be far 
more than a counterbalance for 0 
the 


" [ 21 ] 


the poſſible advantages that can 
ariſe from giving falſe teſtimony; 
unleſs a perſon believes all theſe 
principles, his oath is not of the 


ſmalleſt validity. 


QUESTION XIX. 


Is there any religious teſt required 
as a qualification to any office of 7 
lic iruft under the United States ? 

ANSWER. 


No; and this is a great and 
ſingular beauty in the American 


conſtitution; for by this, hypo- 


crily is diſcouraged, and almoſt 
totally deſtroyed ; religion is not 
profaned and proſtituted; all en- 
vies and bickerings, which exiſt 
among different dęenominations in 
other countries, are hereby entire- 


ly prevented; and the ſtate may 


be ſerved by the men w ho are beſt 
qualified 0 fill every poſt with 
Honour, 


Wh: ] , 


honour, ' without any one being 
diſcouraged or prevented by re- 
ligious differences. 


QUESTION XX. 


What are the powers Sad 1. 


the congreſs of the United States ? 
ANSWER, 


follow : 


ſt. To lay and collect taxes, 
duties, impoſts and exciſes ; to 


pay the debts, and provide for 


the common defence, and general 
welfare of the United States; but 
all duties, impoſts and exciſes ſhall 


be uniform throughout the Ugg 


States, 


2d. To borrow money on the 
| eredit of the United States. 


zd. To regulate commerce 


with foreign nations, and among 
the ſeveral ſtates, and with the 


Indian tribes, RO. 


% 


1 
f 
| 


They are theſe eighteen, which 


„ 
Ah. To eſtabliſh an uniſorm 
rule of naturalization, and uni- 
form laws on the ſubject of bank- 
ruptcies, eben the United 
State. 
5th, To coin money ; ; ales 
the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin; and to fix the ſtandard of 
weights and meaſures. 
6th. To provide for the pun- 
iſnment of counterfeiting the ſe- 
curities and current coin of the 
United States. | 
7th. To eſtabliſh poſt offices its 
and poſt roads: 7 
sch. To promote the progr oreſs 
of ſcience and uſeful arts, by ſe- 
. curing, for limited times, to au- 
thors and inventors, the excluſive 
right to their” reſpective WOO 
and diſcoveries, 
gth. To conſtitute” cribunals 


| infer1our to the ſupreme court. 
| 10. 
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OY To define and puniſh 
piracies and felonies committed 


on the high ſeas, and offences 


againſt the law of nations. | 
11th, To declare war; grant 


letters of marque and reprifal ; 


and make rules ee cap- 


tures on land and water. 
I2th. To raiſe and ſupport ar- 


mies; 7 but no appropriation of 
money for that uſe, ſhall be for a 


longer term than two years. 


13th. To Pons and main- 


tain a navy. | 
=" T4th. To make: . ber the 


government and regulation of the 


land and naval forces. 


15th, To provide for calling 
forth the nation, to execute the 


laws of the union, ſuppreſs inſur- 


rections, and repel invaſions. 


16th. To provide for organ- 
izing, arming, and diſciphning 


BER. the 
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13 
| the militia; and for governing 
ſuch part of them as may be em- 
ployed in the ſervice of 8 5 U 
iel States; reſerving ' to the 
ſtates teſpectively the appoint- 
ment of officers, and the authori- 
ty of ttaining the militia, accord- 
ing to the diſcipline preſcribed by 
congreſs. 92850 
| 17th. TE o exerciſe excluſive le- 
giſlation, in all caſes whatſoever, - 
over ſuch diſtrict (not exceeding 
ten miles. ſquare) , as may, by 
ceflion of particular ſtates, and 
the acceptance of congreſs, be- 
come the Teat of the government 
of the United States; and to ex- 
erciſe like authority over all places 
purchaſed by the conſent of the 
legiſlature of the ſtate in which. 
the ſame ſhall be, for the erection 
of forts, magazines, arſenals, 5 
dock: yards, : 
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dock- yards, and 0 needfu 


18th. To make all "XN which 
ſhall be neceſſary and proper for 


carrying into execution the fore- 
going powers, and all other pow. 
ers veſted by this conſtitution in 
| the government of the United 


States, or in any department or 
office thereof. ; 
- QUESTION XXI. 
Of what is congreſs compoſed ? 
 ANSWER.. ' © 


| Of a ſenate and houſe 'of rep- 
reſentatives. | | 


- QUESTION XXII. 


What qualifications muſt. a mem- 


Ber 75 the ue 100 repreſentatives 
have ? 


' ANSWER. 
Hie muſt be twenty-five 47 


r 


E | 
of age, and trruſt have i ſeven 
years a Gtizen. of the United 


States, and muſt at the time be 


an inhabitant of that ſtate for 
which he is choſen. _ 


- QUESTION XXIII, 

By whom a the bueno 
1 hs | 

ANSWER. | 

By thoſe electors in each Kate, | 
who are qualified to chooſe the - 
members of the moſt numerous * 
branch of the ſtate legiſlatures, 


QUESTION XIV. 
For how long are they choſen * 


ANSWER. 
For two years. 


' QUESTION XXV. 


In what Sporting are > the repre- | 


fentatrves chen 
11 ANSWER; 


© 2 


* 


CR | - Wo 
One for een thiny thouſand 


Feu 5-4 
9 - QUESTION xXxVI. 


What qualifications muſt a ſenater 
15 the United States Pos 2 


ANSWER. 


He malt be thirty years ehe age, 

muſt have been nine years a citi- 

Zen of the United States, and 

muſt be an inhabitant, at the time, 

of the ſtate for which he | is cho- 
ſen... 


E. "QUESTION 3 XXVII. 
How many ſenators are choſen by 


each 19190 and by whom are they 
- "choſen ? 


4 


| ANSWER. 


Toe n are 5 by 
each ſtate; and they are choſen by 
the ac legiſlatures 2 


* 


533 
QUESTION XXVIII. 
For Fo long time are the e ſenators 
laden 7 3 0 
re, ANSW ER. 

Ttamediateiy after they are af- 
ſembled, in conſequence of the 
firſt election, they are tobe di- 
vided into three claſſes; the firſt 
claſs ſhall go out after two years; 
the ſeccnd at the end of four 
years ; and the third at the ex- 
piration of {ix yenrs. By which 
rotation, there will be always 
two-thirds of old members, who 
underſtand the buſineſs, and the 
manner of conducting it; and 
one-third. of new members, who 
are choſen to ſupply the places of 
thoſe whoſe times expire. 

„„ QUESTION NMX 

M bat are the qualifications. „ 
pref ident W the United States? 

; | ANSWER, 

© 3 n | 


I IY 


ANSWER. | 

He wad} be — 1 a natural 
born citizen, or an adopted citi- 
zen before the acceptance of the 
conſtitution in the year 1788: 

He muſt have refided fourteen 
years in the United States ; and, in 
all caſes, muſt be thirty-five years 
of age, at the time when he is 


choſen preſident. 
QUESTION XXX. 


ebojen © i 
ANSWER. 

For four years, and the vice- 
preſident for the ſame time ; but 
nothing in the conſtitution at preſ- 
ent, forbids them- from being re- 
choſen ; and the firſt preſident and 
vice-preſident have already been 
.re-choſen after the expiration of 


that term. 
QUESTION XXXI. 


In what manner, and by whom, is 


the prep dent choſen? ANSWER, 


% 


For how long time is the preſident 


. 
ANS ER. 


Fach ſtate appoints, in 1090 a 
manner as the legiſlature thereof 
may direct, a number of electors, 
equal to the whole number of 
ſenators and repreſentatives to 
which the ſtate may be entitled 
in the congreſs; as for inſtance, 
Maſſachuſetts may appoint fixteen 
electors, and Rhode-Iſland four, 
and ſo of the reſt. But all ſena-. . 
tors, repreſentatives, and perſons _ 
holding offices of truſt or profit 
under the United States, are pro- 
hibited from being electors, left . 
they ſhould be ſuſpected of being 
biaſſed in their choice, by mo- _ 
tives of fe . "Theſe 
eletorsmettin their own ſtate on 
à certain day, which is the fame. 
throughout all the ſtates, and vote 
by ballot for two perſons, (one of 
wen at leaſt, ſhall not be an 


inhabitant 
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m d of FE ſame ſtate with [4 
_themelves) as preſident and vice- WW )* 
preſident, If one man have a f 
majorny of the whole number of * 
electors in his favour, ' when the Wl © 
votes are. counted before congreſs, 8 
he is duly eleted:prefident.;,and MW © 
he that has the next higheſt num- i 
ber, is vice · preſident. But if two 
are equal, then the houſe of rep- 
| 


reſentatives ſhall chooſe. one of 
them by ballot for preſident; and 
it no one perſon. have a majority, 


then from the five higheſt on the 
liſt, the houſe-ſhall chooſe one for 


preſident. But if the houſe of 
repreſentatives is 


"Ig , obliged to 
Hr, the ballot 


choafe the pre 


' ſhall, he taken by ach each ftate 


having one vote, and there muſt 


| be a member or members, from 
two-thirds of the ſtates, preſent, 


before they can proceed thus to 
5 chooſs 


— 


ere I 
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chooſe the erna ; and 4 ma- 


joriry of all the ſtates is. neceſ- 


fary to the choice, and not barely 
a majority of thoſe who are preſ- 
ent. Thus, all poſſible proviſion 
is made, that the wheels of gov- 
ernment ſhall aever ſtand ſtill, 

and yet, that every thing, ſhall be 
done in a legal and open manner; 
that none may be ignorant of the 
buſineſs, nor have any reaſon to 


Wee of unfairneſs. 


- QUESTION XXXII. 


In bat are the powers given 5 
the conflitution to the pref tent ? 
e ANSWER. ;-i-2e3} 


He is enmaner in ca of, 


the. army and navy of the United 


States, and of the militia of the 
ſeveral ſtates, when called into 
the actual ſervice of the United 
States. He has power: tö grant 
reprieves 


„ 36: 1 
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teprieves and pardons, for of- 
fences againſt the United, States, 
except in caſes of impeachment. 
He has power, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the ſenate, 
to make treaties, provided, two- 
thirds of the ſenators preſent ſhall 
concur, He has power to nom 
inate, and by and with the advice 
and conſent of the ſenate to ap- 
point, ambaſſadors, and other 
ublic miniſters and conſuls, 
Judges of the ſupreme court, and 
all other officers of the United 
States, whoſe appointments are 
not otherwiſe provided for in the 
cConſtitution, and which ſhall be 
eſtabliſned by law. That is, he 
cannot eſtabliſ any new offices, 
though he may appoiĩũt the offi- 
cers as above directed. Never - 
theleſs, congreſs may, by law, 
veſt the appointment of inferĩiour 


CC 
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officers, . as they think. proper, 
either in the preſident. alone, or in 
the courts of law, or in the heads 
of departments. The preſident 
has power to fill up all vacaneies 
chat may happen, during the re- 
ceſs of the ſenate, by granting 
commiſſions, which expire at the 
end of their next ſeſſion. 

ſhall, from time to time, give to 
congreſs information of the ſtate 


of the union; and recommend 
to their conſideration, 0b meaſ- 


ures as he ſhall judge neceſſary 
and expedient, He may, on ex- 


traordinary occaſions, convene 
both houſes, or either of them; 
and in caſe of diſagreement be- 


tween them, with 1 to the 
m 


time of adjournment, he may ad- 


journ them to ſuch time 2 he 


ſhall think proper. He ſhall re- 
Eive + ambaſldrs, 00 other 1097 
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States. 
sro XXXIII. 


Te 
ie chiniſters. Fe ſhall take care 


* 


that the laws ſhall be faichfully 


executed ; and ſhall commiſſion 


all the | officers of the non 


905 the aſſent of the prefident Soy 
Jay to rhe paſſing of 258 ? 


. ANSWER. 7 
Not abſokirely ; 


1555 every 


— 


bill 


Wich ſhall have paſſed the Peu 
of repreſentatives and the ſenate, 


hall efofe it becomes a law, be 


ſented to him; if he approves 
it, lle of courſe ſigns 1 it; but if 
not, he returns it, with his objec- 
tions, to the houſe in which it 


Aſt originated; 


they enter his 


objections at large on their journal, 
and proceed to conſider of the 
matter. If, after ſuch reconſider- 


ation, two-thirds of that houſe 


Go 


— 
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hall nll agree to pals the bil, it 
ſhall be ſent, together with the 
objections, to the other houſe, by 


which it ſhall be likewiſe recon- 
ſidered ; and if approved ef by 


two-thirds of that houſe, it ſhall 


become a law. But in all fuch 
caſes, the votes of both houſes 


ſhall be determined by yeas and 
nays: And the names of the per- 
ſons voting for and againſt the bill, 


ſhall be entered on the journal of 


each houſe reſpectively. And not 


only all bills, but every order, 
reſolution, or vote, to which the 


\ concurrence of both houſes of 
congreſs may be neceſſary, (ex- 
cept on a queſlion of adjourn- 
ment) ſhall be preſented to the 
Preſident of the United States, 


and before it can take effect, ei- 
ther be approved of by him, or 


being diſapproved, muſt be again 
| D repaſſed 


5 
repaſſed by two-thirds of both 
huufes, according to the rules 
and limitations preſcribed, in the 
caſe of a bill, All this is wiſely 
done, to take time for conſidera- 
tion, and examination, and is 
paying great reſpect and def 
erence to the preſident of the 
United States, without giving 
hin: that controling and unreaſon- 
able power, which is exerciſed by 
monarchs, in rejecting, perhaps, 
the wiſeſt and beſt laws that could 
be framed, without being obliged 
to give any reaſon. And to pre- 
vent bills from being delayed by 
the preſident, the conſtitution or- 
ders, that all bills preſented to 
him for ſigning, and not return- 
ed within twelve days, ſhall be- 
come a law, as though he had 
ſigned them, unleſs the congreſs 


1981 * within the time. 
; | QUESTION 


— — 


1 
ESTION XXXIV. | 
¶ bat is the exclufive power of the 


ſenate of the United States? 


ANSWER, i 


The ſenate ſhall have the ſole 
power to try all impeachments. 
When «fitting for that purpoſe, _ 
they ſhall be upon oath or aftirma- 
tion ; when the preſident of the 


United States is tried, the chief- 


juſtice ſhall preſide ; and no per- 
ſon ſhall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members preſent. But the 
ſenators, as ſuch, have no pow. 
er of life and death; their judg- 
ment only extends to removal 


from office, and to diſqualify the 


guilty from holding and enjoying 
any office of honour, truſt, or” 
profit, under the United States. 

FS Oc Nevertheleſs - 


Ds 


e 

5 Nevertheleſs, the convicted 
party is liable and ſubject to in- 
dictment, trial by jury, judgment, 


and puniſhment, OE to 
5 law. | 


-QU ESTION XXXV. 


1 hat is the excluſive province of 
the 9 89 of repreſentatives ? 
ANSWER. 
All bills for raiſing a revenue, 
muſt originate in that houſe; but 
the ſenate ſhall propoſe or concur 


with amendments, as on other 
| bills. ds 


QUESTION XXXVI. 


1s there à judicial power in the 

United States, as well as egiſtative 
4 and executive? 
ANSWER. 

T here is; and the nature of 


| government ſeems to require that 
there 


[x 1 


there ſhould be theſe three depart- - | 


ments: And there is a conſtant 
attention obſerved in the conſti- 


tution, to preſerve the three diſ- = 
tin&, independent of each other, 
and uncorrupted. The preſident | 


himſelf can only receive his ſala- 
ry, which cannot be increaſed 
nor diminiſhed during the time 
for which he ſhall have been elect- 


ed: He is totally prohibited from 
receiving any other emolument 


from the United States, or any of 
them, while he continues in office. 
And even his electors muſt not 
have the leaſt dependence on, or 
expectation from him. No per- 
ſon holding any office under the 


United States, can be a member 


of either houſe, during his con- 


tinuance in office; neither can 


any ſenator or repreſentative, be 
ſo much as agpointed to any civil 


. 
. „ 
1 

p 


D 3 office 
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E 
office under the United States, 
during the whole time for which 
he is elected, if either the office 
itſelf ſhall have been created, or 


the emoluments of it increaſed, 
during the time of his being in 


= congreſs. So that a man can 
_ have no temptation to get into 


corigreſs, and uſe influence to 
have a new office created, or the 
ſalary of it increaſed, in order to 
be appointed to it himſelf. ; for 
in that caſe, he cannot be ſo 


much as appointed to it, until the 


time for which he is - choſen be 


j Wl expired. And the judicial de- 


partment is equally guarded 
againſt bribery and corruption. 
QUESTION XXXVII. 
Where is the judicial power of 
the United States veſted? 


ANSWER, 


(43 Þ 

ANSWER, 

It is veſted in . one. ſupreme - 
court, and in ſuch inferiour. | 
courts, as the.congreſs may, from 
time to time, ordain and eſtab- 
liſh. The judges, both of the 
ſupreme and inferiour courts, 
mall hold their offices during 
good behaviour; and ſhall, at 
ſtared times, receive a compenſa- 


tion tot their ſervices, which Gall - # 


not be | diminiſhed ny ear 
doncfawäner in office. 


' QUESTION xxxVIII. 


To what caſes doth the judicial 
power of the United States extend? 
| _ . ANSWER, 

To all cafes in law and equity, 
ariſing under the conftitution ; 
the laws of the United States, 
and treaties made, or which ſhall 
be made under _ their authority ; 
D 4 0 
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to all caſes affecting ambaſſadors, 
other public mipiſters, and con- 
ſuls; z to all caſes of admiralty and 
maritime juriſdiction; to contro- 
ver ſies to which the United States 
ſhall be a party; to controverſies 
between two or more ſtates; be- 
tween a ſtate and citizens of 
another ſtate; between citizens 


of different ſtates; between citi- 


zens of the fame ſtate, claiming 


lands under grants of different 


ſtates; and between a ſtate, or 
the citizens thereof, and foreign 

ſtates, citizens or ſubjects. Trials 
are to be held in the ſtate where 
the crime was committed; but 


trials for piracy or crimes 


committed out of the juriſdic- 
tion of any ſtate, ſhall be in ſuch 
place or places, as the congreſs 
by law has e or "ay ap- 


poi n t. 
QUESTION 


* 


OO o 
IJ AREA. [4 
Ba 


1 
ohnen e,, 
. What are thoſe things, or afts, 
* which congreſs, by the conſtitution, 
cannot do? 1 


| ANSWER, 

They cannot prohibit the im- 
portation of ſlaves into ſuch ſtates _ 
as may think proper to admit 
them, before the year 1808; but 
they may lay a duty of ten 
dollars upon each perſon ſo im- 
poet}: 7/575; 1 (56 

The privilege of the writ called 

Habeas Corpus, ſhall not be ſuſ- 
pended, unleſs when, in caſes of 
rebellion or invaſion, the public 
ſafety may require it. r 

No bill of attainder, or ex pot 
fatto law, ſhall be paſſed. That is, 
no crimes ſhall be puniſhed by a 
law made after they have been 
committed. No capitation, or 
poll-tax, or any other tax, 5 wes. 
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be laid by congreſs, unleſs in pro- 
portion to a cenſus or enumeration 
directed by the conſtitution, to be 
made every ten years, after the 


[462 


firſt, which was made 1n the year 


1791. No tax fhall be laid on 


articles exported from any ſtate. 


No preference ſhall be given by 


any regulation of commerce or 


revenue, to the ports of one ſtate 
over thoſe of another. No veſſels 
bound to or from one ſtate, ſhall 


be obliged to enter, clear, or pay 


duties in another. As for example, 
a veſſel bound to Philadelphia, in 
the itate of Pennſylvania, ſhall 


not be obliged to enter, pay du- 


ties, or clear at New-Caſtle, or 
Wilmington, in the ſtate of Dela- 
ware. No money ſhall be drawn 


from the treaſury, but in conſe- 
quence of appropriations made 
| P law, 


No 


ff 
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No title of nobility {hall be 
granted by the United States. 

Congreſs ſhall make, no law 
reſpecting an eſtabliſhment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exerciſe thereof, or abridging the 
free:lom of ſpeech, or of the piels ; 
or the right of the people peace 
ably to aſſemble, and to petition 
government for a redreſs of griev- 
ances. They ſhall not infringe 
the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms. 

No foldier ſhall, in time of peace, 
be quartered in any houſe, without 
the. conſent of the owner; nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to 
be preſcribed by law. 

Private property ſhull not be 
taken for public uſe, without due 
compenſation. 


The right of the people to be 
ſecure” in their perſons, houſes, 


Papers, 
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papers, and effects, againft un- 


reaſonable ſearches and ſeizures 


ſhall not be violated ; and no 


warrants ſhall iſſue. but upon 
probable cauſe, ſupported by oath, 


or affirmation, and particularly 
deſcribing the place to be ſearched, 


and the perſons or things to be 


ſeized, 
No perſon ſhall be held to 


anſwer. for a capital or other in- 
famous crime, unleſs on a pre- 
ſentment of indictment by a grand 
jury, except in caſes ariſing in the 
- -Jand or naval forces, or in the 
militia, when in actual ſervice, in 


time of war, or public danger. 
No perſon ſhall be ſubje&, forthe 


| Ge offence, to be twice put in 
_ Jeopardy of life or limb; nor ſhall | 


be compelled, in any criminal caſe, 

to be a witneſs againſt himſelf ; 

nor be road of life, liberty, 
5 | Or 


[ 49 ] 
or property, without due aue 
of law. 


Exceſſive bail mall not be 
required; nor exceſſive fines be 


impoſed; nor cruel and unuſual 
puniſhments be inflicted. © 
# QUESTION XII. 
What are the individual fates 
lenny from by the conflitution 5 
ANSWER. 
No ſtate ſhall enter into any 


treaty of alliance, or conſederation; 


grant letters of marque and tepriſal; 


coin money; emit bills of credit; 


make any thing but gold and ſilver 


coin a tender in payment of debts; 
paſs any bill of attainder, ex poſt 
facto law, or law "impairing the 
obligation of contracts, or grant. 


any title of nobility. -.. * > 
No ſtate ſhall, they Fo con- 
ſent of congreſs, lay any impoſts 


or duties on imports or exports, 
except 
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except what may be abſolutely 
neceſſary for executing its inſpec- 


tion Jaws ; and the neat produce 


of all duties and impoſts, laid by 


any ſtate on imports or exports, 


ſhall be for the uſe of the treaſury 
of the United States; and ali ſuch 
laws ſhall be ſubject to the reviſion 


and control of FN congreſs, 


No 


Rate ſhall,” without the conſent of 
congreſs, lay any duty on tonnage ; 


keep troops, or ſhips of war, in time 


of peace; enter into any agreement 
or compact with another ſtate, or 
with a foreign power; or engage 
in war, unleſs actually invaded, or 
in ſuch imminent danger as will 


not admit of delay. 
QUESTION XII. 


bat rights and powers remain 


to the individual ſtates ? 
ANSW ER. 


* 


Al the powers not delegated 


to 


1 


to the United States, by the 


conſtitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the ſtates, are reſerved to the 
ſtares reſpectively, or to the people. 


And the enumeration in the con- 


ſtitution, of certain rights, ſhall 
not be conſtrued to deny or diſ- 
parage others, retained by the 
people. So that a great number 


of rights and powers, which the 


ſeveral ſtates individually claim, 
remain perfectly to them, not- 


withſtanding this conſtitution; 


ſufficient in each ſtate for a very 
large exerciſe of the duties of 
legiſlative, judicial, and executive 
authority. The ſtate of Pennſyl- 


vania altered her conſtitution in the 


year 1790, to make it conſiſtent 


with the federal government, and 


the convention, appointed for that 
purpoſe, enumerated twenty-five 
ne rights; ſtill belonging 


E. 2 to 
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to the ſtate, and declared them all 


to be excepted out of the general 
powers of government, (that is, 
not delegated to congreſs) and 


that they ſhall mary NEVE in- 
| ata | 


x QF 


QUESTION XIII. 
What was the greateſt apparent | 
iffiutty in cgi the "rated; con- 
ſtation: 2 
7 ANSw Ek * 
To: delegate ſuſñcient power 


to congreſs, to cauſe the federal 


government to move on eaſily 
and efficiently, without too much 
ſacrificing the liberty of the ſeveral 
ſtates. And- this appears to have 
been carefully attended to hy the 


convention; power ſuffjcient is 


delegated to congreſs, (as is evi- 
dent by the government of the 
ſtates moving on with alacrity) 


but little or none to ſpare. 


23 | QUESTION | 


$8; 1 
- QUESTION XIII. 


' What was the defect of the 


former conflitation . the - United. 7: 
States? 


ANSWER. 
Want of efficiency; congreſs 
not being able to make any 
arrangements for laying exciſe, 
Impoſts, duties, or to make pay- 
ments of the national debts, but 
what could be, and in fact were 
overthrown by ſingle ſtates, be- 
cauſe there was no power to 
compel obedience. For want of 
this, all confidence was loſt, both 
at home and abroad; and total 
ruin and anarchy, and probably. 
tyranny - muſt have enſued, had 
not a more powerful form of 
government been adopted; and 
which immediately reviyed credit 
and commerce, and placed the 
United States upon a reſpectable 
E 3 Fong, 
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footing, and hath continually added 


1 to their riches, reputation, and 
importance, ever ſince, 


/ QUESTION W 

What are the. en of the 
members of congress? | 

W131, ANSWER: 

They are juſt tufficient for * | 
own well being, and for the exer- 
ciſe of government; but do not 
encroach upon the liberties of the 
people. Their perſons are free 
from arreſt while they are going 
to congreſs, while the ſeſſion laſts, 
and during the time of their return. 

They can judge of the conduct 
of their own members, and tWo- 
thirds of either houſe can expel 
a member; and they ſhall not be 
called to account out of the houſe, 
for what they ſay therein. Theſe 
privileges they have from the letter 
of che © ere but the — 

Fes, an 
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and reaſon of things will ſhew, 

that they have allo a right to 
meet peaceably, to be free from T4 
menaces, inſults, and any indig- - | 
nities that might be offered them, 
while in the diſcharge of their 
duty. They have a right to 
chooſe the place of their meet⸗ 
ing; and by the conſtitution, they 
will have a right to exerciſe exclu- 
ſive legiſlation over thefederalcity, 
and a little diſtrict ſurrounding 
it, ten miles ſquare i in the whole; 
which has already been ceded by 
the ſtares of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia for that purpoſe ; and is to 
become the permanent reſidence 

of. congreſs atter the year 1800. 


' QUESTION XLV. 


I it reaſonable to expelt that the 
national delt of America will be 
paid off in a ſhort time ? 


ANSWED. 


ET 
ANSWER. 
| Congreſs have a ſtore on hand, 


that, in a ſhort time, will (if not 


_ fooliſhly parted with, to ſpecula- 


tors, private companies, &c.) 


not only with eaſe, pay off the 


whole debt, foreign and domeſtic, 


but provide ample funds for the 


ſupport of government, - while 
time laſts, without one ſhilling of 
taxes, duties, or exciſe, or any 
thing of the kind; even the weſt- 
ern country. May God prevent 
the United States of America from 
ever parting with that amazing 
eſtate, except᷑ for valuable con- 
eon, and to actual ſettlers ! 
QUESTION XLVI. 


1 = any real danger of our 
government de generating into of 


ranny < 2 
ANSWER. 


If is e while an FAR 


and 
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1 
and free election continues, and 
the conſtitution remains even 
what it is now ; and it cannot be 
changed at all, but by the will 
of the great maſs of the people; 
and there is room to ho de, that 
whatever changes may take place 


in it hereafter, will be improve- 
ments and amendments. 

' QUESTION. XVII. 
mbit were the avow and de- 
clared deſigns of the fede conen- 


ton in forming this conſtitution 2 © 
ANSWER. - | 


To form a more perfeCt union, 
eſtabliſh juſtice, inſure domeſtic 
tranquility, provide for the com- 
mon defence, promote the general 
welfare, and to ſecure the bleſſings 
of liberty to themſelves, and their 
poſterity. | 

| QUESTION XLVIII. 
bo compojed the convention that 


framed the conſtitution? N 
ANSWER. 
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ANSWER. | 
Not rah, conquerors, ſlaves, 
foreigners, nor thoſe that were 
under foreign influence ; but our 
fathers, our friends, fellow citizens, 
our worthy countrymen ; who had 
| ſpent their time, fortunes, and 
every thing dear to men, in the 
ſervice of their country. Some 
of them had fought for us; and 
they all poſſeſſed the confidence 
of their conſtituents, ; were about 
to return and mix with the citizens, 
and to be themſelves, and their 
children, governed by the con- 
ſtitution they had formed; and 
is it poſſible, that any can, for a 
moment, believe, that theſe great, 
venerable and good men, could 
deliberately form a ſyſtem that led 
to tyranny, and, by which them- 
ſclves and their own poſterity 
would ſuffer, as well as all their 
countrymen at large ? ES. 


E 


' QUESTION XLIX. 


How came the 240% g to take 
Nes | 


ö ANSWER, LR. 
Not by military force, bribes, 
nor corruption; but by a vaſt 
majority of the enlightened Citl- 
zens of theſe ſtates, examining, 
approving, and conſenting to it; 
jealous, as they were, of their own 
rights, they received it. cordially, 
after mature deliberation, And 
this generation that received this 
conſtitution, was that very gen- 
eration that had fought and tri- 
e, that had the keeneſt 
ſenſe of liberty, and beſt under - 
ſtanding of their natural rights, 
of any people in the world; but 
who, at the ſame time, knew the 
characters of thoſe fathers of the 
people that compoſed the conven- 
tion, and could confide - in their 
_ wiſdom 


_ wiſdom and i integrity, and in their 


1 


affection towards their country. 
ESTION I. 


By e whom is the conſtitution car- 
ried on? who compoſe both houſes of 


congreſs, and, fill all 15 poſts 77 gov- 


ernment ! | 
. ANSWER. 


- Our' fathers, friends, country- 
| men, and fellow citizens, as before ; 


thoſe who are choſen by their 
brethren and neighbours ; and who 
certainly poſſeſs the confidence of 
the public at the time of their 


being choſen ; and, therefore, it is 


very unlikely they ſhould ſeek to 


tyrannize over us, even if it is in- 


their power. And ſhould their 
conduct give juſt occaſion of 


offence, we ſhall ſoon have it in 
our power to diſplace: them con- 


ſtitutionally, and to chooſe ſuch 
as are agreeable to our wiſhes. 
80 


\ ! 


r 
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80 that no riots, mobs, nor 


conſtitutional means; and the 


5 * 
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tumultuous proceedings are neceſ- 


ſary, to gain what we can much 
eaſier obtain by legal, peaceable,and 


minority ſhould never try to rule 
the majority... $1 
QUESTION LI. 

I the irue knowledge of the 
principles of liberty and government, 
and eſpecially the conſtitution and ' 
laws of the United States of. Ameri | 
ca, improper for the youth of this Mt 
Frm and happy country ? my 

| ANSWER, | / | 
By no means ; bur, on the con- 
trary, highly proper; and theſe 
noble principles ſhould. be early 
impreſſed upon the minds of the 
riſing generation, that ſo the lib- 
erties of mankind may be Known, 
revered, cultivated, valued, -and 


. FINE preſerved 


1 
— 


* 


* 
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preſerved amongſt us to the lateft 
pinot | 


' QUESTION III. 
Will the early knowledge of the 
politics of our country tend to intro- 
duce diſorder, "diſcontent, divificn, 
enimeſity, and rebellion amongt the 
Joung people, as ſome perſons e ? 
ANSWER. ; 

On the contrary, it may be fairly 
preſumed, that the knowledge of 
the principles of true liberty, &c. 
will tend to promote union, peace, 
happineſs, and ſubmiſſion, in this 
country, for a very plain reaſon; 
becauſe, our government was ex- 
preſsly meant to be founded upon 
the moſt equitable baſis, and to 
leave as much liberty in poſſeſſion 
of the body of the citizens, as 
would be conſiſtent with any ſteady 

- efficacious government; without 
Which, liberty” itſelf cannot long 
ä exiſt 


* 
1 6 1 0 Re 


tiſt any 118 So that, however 
ngerousthe ſtudy of politics may 
in other countries, it is not only 
nocent, but highly uſeful here; 
the more the conſtitution. is 
nown, the more fafe and happy 
e condition of the people will 
ppear to be. And the more our 
tovernment is compared with 
very other in the world, the more 
vidently will its advantages be 
een ; and, conſequently, the early 
nowledpe of it will tend to pro- 
ote contentment and ſubmiſſion 
in the minds of youth. | 
QUESTION IIII. | 
1s the true love of liberty deſtruc- 
ive to virtue, and fubverſive of the 
principles of genuine morality," as 
ome would bave us belteve + EN 
| * ANSWER, 
80 far from | it, that the genuine 
zone of liberty, is, next to be- 
F 2 nevolence, 


and man, the nobleſt motive thi 


ty have, in common with thei 


* ly, if not always, the abſence c 


ſordid vice, which a writer of the 


the heart, where the true love of 
liberty prevails, They who love 
money, will tell their country, their 
freedom, their lives, their ſouls, 


their god. They on the other 


\ 
\ 


1 3 | 
nevolence, or the love. of 80 


ever influenced the human mind 
And whatever faults, failings, 0 
infirmities the true lovets of liber 


neighbours, there will be general 


the following vices, in every breaſt, 

where the pure love of liber 

dwells. Noa | 
aſt. 7 he love ef money, This 


Higheſt authority ſtiles he roct « 
all evil, can never predomina 


and their God, for gold. But 
ſtop, properly ſpeaking, gold is 


hand, who are lovers of liben ty, 
will 


— « 


BR 


Il part with wealth, eaſe, 
ry worldly enjoyment, and, 
quently with life itſelf, for the 
e of their country. The lov- 
of liberty may be diſtinguiſh- 
by their noble contempt of 
ies, titles, pleaſures, &c. when 
t in competition with the rights 
men, and the - hibertieg of their 
ntry, and of mankiad. | 
d. The luſt-of power, is entire- 
ncompatible with the true, love 
er. both theſe cannot pre- 
at" fame time, in the, ſame 


3d. Nor is horrid, unrelenting 
ety, conſiſtent with that noble 
nciple, tbe love of liberty. Thus, 
true love of liberty, makes men 
erous, diſintereſted, kind, noble 
wwe, and fills them with a true 
eatnels of foul ; while the above- 
ned vices are ſo contrary to 
F 3 heaven-born 
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heaven- born freedom, that we n 
ſer it down for a maxim, never 
. look for the true friend of liben 
in the man in whom they p. 
dominate. And, therefore, it 
plain, that the knowledge: 
love of the true principles 
liberty, are ſo far from bei 
deſtructe to morality, that th 
tend to promote its true intereſ 
by teaching us to regard all mag 
kind as our brethren, to reſpe! 
and not trample upon their righ! 
to do to all, as we would v. 
them to do to us, to love 
country, and ſeek to increaſe 
happineſs. 
Y QUESTION -LIV, 
* I it not mos expedient, if 
abſolutely neceſſary, ſor every nai 
to have a written conftitution, fer 
ed by its free choice, and the jam: 


be known by ail the CitiZens, in Ori 
1 


ET. 


il may be conſtantly recurred to, 
the repreſentatives, magiſtrates, 
| the people at large? 

_ ANSWER. 

\ written conſticution in govern- 
nt, is almoſt as neceſſary as a 
ſitive and written revelation is, 
religion; for though people of 
ure, education, and cloſe think- 


II 
C 
elt 


rel may have ſome good ideas of 
maWvernment, without a written 
ſpeWnſtictution, and ſome wife and 


od men, might have ſome 
owledge of the great princi- 


elation; yet, in both caſes, the 
eat body of the people, for whoſe 


if Fo ment are intended, would re 
nal ain ignorant both of the one 
fand the other. Where there is 
ne written conſtitution, the peo- 


e are comparatively ſlaves, and 


2s of religion, without a written 


appineſs both religion and gove _ 


where 


„„ 00] 
where there is no written reve! 
tion, mankind are generally ath 
iits or idolaters ; as univerſal e 
perience, for a long courſe of ag 
ſhews plainly. 
QUESTION LIV. 
M bat ihen ſhall we think of th 
who would wiſh to keep youth, 
the common people in general, jr, 
the knowledge of their «rights, a 
of lle conſtitution of their countr\ 
| ANSWER. —© 
The ſame as we juſtly think 
thoſe blind guides of former ag 
who kept the common peo 
from reading the ſcriptures, t! 
the great founder of the chriſt, 
religion comraanded his hearers 
ſearch them. All tyrants, whet 
er civil or eccleſiaſtical, wiſh! 
keep mankind ignorant, that th 
may enſlave them the more ea 


92 , and prey upon their ſubſtance 
alwal 


44 
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ways, however; pretending, that 
uch knowledge, whether of re- 
gion, or government, is hurtful 
the people, by making them 
dnceited, wiſer io their teach- 
s, more vicious, and harder to 
dvern. But good men, that love 
e liberty and religion themſelves 
Iſh to communicate the knowl- 
Nee of thoſe grand ſciences to all 

ankind, that all might enjoy the 


-ſtimable bleſſings derived there- 
om. 


nk 
as 


*% ' QUESTION LVI. 


To what do the late attempts 10 


» Wrroduce deiſm, infidelity, and atbe- 
gs 10 this happy country tend ? 

8 „ 

hei Not only to deſtroy religion and 3 
ſh! e morality, but alſo to over- 
t * row all government, and to diſ- 
ace, and if poſſible, to deſtroy 
a e liberties of theſe ſtates. 


QUESTION 


- each perſon, and that none a1 


„„ 


| QUESTION LVII. 
| How is that evident? 
ANSWER. 
Partly by reaſoning, and part 
ly by facts. Infidels argue, cha 
no revelation is to be received, ui 
leſs it be made immediately U 


bound to believe or obey, unic{ 
they receive it at firſt hand. | 
requires but little common ſent} 
to ſee, that this reaſoning, 
much overthrows all government 
as it does religion: For by t!! 
ſame reaſoning, none are cblige 
to receive or obey the laws of thc 
country, unleſs they were perſonal 
ly preſent when they were paſſed 
and conſented to them; whicl 
being impoſſible, all our govern 
ment would be at once unhinged 
if ſuch principles ſhould be ger 
erally received. The ſcripturt 


n 
of divine truth, amongſt abund- 
ance of other excellencies, con- 
tain the pureſt poſſible ſyſtem of 
morality, the ſublimeſt principles 
of true liberty; and the moſt 
excellent laws; and, therefore, if 
the Bible be thrown aſide, the 
principles of liberty will probably 
be ſoon forgotten, and diſregard- 
ed. And facts may ſerve to con- 
vince any candid mind, that all 
nations, where the ſcriptures are 
not known, are ſubject to tyran- 
ny and arbitrary government, and 
have no knowledge of the ſacred 
rights of man. And the ſuperior 
knowledge of thoſe rights, and 
happier government of theſe ſtates 
are more owing to the general ac- 
quaintance which the inhabitants 
of our country have with the book 
of divine revelation than to any 
other cauſe. And, therefore, ſuch 
as decry the Bible, and ſeek to 
render 


looked upon not only as enemies 


(7874 
render it of no account, are to be 


to religion and morality, but to 
all good order and free govern- 
ment ; and as ſeeking to bring us 


back again into a ſavage ſtate, or 
elſe under tyranny and the moſt 


abje& ſlavery ; and this, notwith- 
ſtanding their vehement clamour 
in favour of liberty. For it is no 


- unuſual thing, for thoſe whoſe 
conſtant aim 1s to deſtroy liberty, 


to make the greateſt pretenſions 


to befriend and ſupport it; wit- 


neſs the late tyrant Robeſpierre, 
and others in France. And infi- 


dels in general are of this. ſtamp ; 


for if they cannot wholly deſtroy 
liberty, as it would be difficult at 
preſent to do ſo in America, then 
they ſeek to diſgrace it as much as 
Fer d and obſcure its beauties. 
or, * en and propa- 

ä gating 


*% a, 
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gating infidelity in a free country, 
they would ſeek not only to ruin 
the government, but would have 
the world believe that liberty and 
infidelity both ſprung from the 
ſame ſource, and ſo render the 
very name of freedom odious to 
good men. But liberty is the fair 
daughter of heaven, and one of 
God's beſt gifts to the human race, 
while infidelity is hell- born, and is 
the moſt frightful monſter that in- 
feſts our land at preſent; and it 
would be a pity to ſee the beauti- 
ful goddeſs matched to ſuch an 
infernal demon; for their com- 
plexions differ more than light 
y and darkneſs. ; 
QUESTION LVIiI. 
But whence comes it that infidel- 
ity riſes and ſpreads ſo faſt in this 
free country, if it is ſo contrary 16 
the principles of true liberty ? 
| & ANSWERs 
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ANSWER, | 
It is an old proverb, that, where 
God builds a church, the devil will jet 
up a chapel. It was always the 
ambition of the great enemy of 
mankind, and all his agents, 
whenever good feed has been ſown 
in the field, immediately to ſow 
tares, in order that both might 
ſpring up together; that ſo, if 
poſſible, all might be led to believe, 
that the ſame hand ſowed both; 
and thus to cauſe that the owner 
ſhould not only in a great meaſure 
loſe his labour, but be diſgraced 
into the bargain, and reckoned a 
fool, for ſowing a worthleſs and 
hurtful weed in the field with his 
wheat, tending to. deftroy it, or 
almoſt totally ro 5 hinderits growth. 

- QUESTION. HLX. 
Can inhaels, afting according 10 


their own eile, be looked upon 
as 


B 

, as faithful citizens, or good ſubjes 

of government, or the de friends 

of mankind ? 
ANSWER, 

No, by no means; for it cannot 
be expected that they who caſt the 
laws of God himſelf behind their 
back, and trample his authority 
boldly under their feet, ſhould 
pay much regard to the conſtitu- 
tion of their country, or the wiſeſt 
and beſt laws that can be framed 
by men. For they can make as 

good an excuſe for not receiving 
them, as they can for rejecting 
divine revelation, as has been ob- 
ſerved before. Beſides, it is very 
obvious, that infidels acting con- 
ſiſtently with their principles, 
cannot be faithful citizens; for it 
is a principle with them, that no 
ſuch thing as diſintereſted benevo- 
lence exiſts in the world, which is 
„ = 


1 
= a full confeſſion that they have 
none; and, without diſintereſted 
benevolence, there can be no pat- 
riotiſm, nor true love of liberty; 
for all fincere lovers of their coun- 
try, mult act from true principles 
of diſintereſted benevolence, or 
very little would ever be done for 
the good of mankind ; for much 
of the real labour of true patriots 
is concealed from the obſervation 
of the people at large ; and very 
frequently the beſt and nobleſt 
actions of the lovers of their coun- 
try, are afcribed to wrong motives, 
and they are treated with the great- 
eſt ingratitude, and ſometimes ſut- 
fer diſgrace, and even death, for 
thoſe very deeds that ought to have 
entitled them to eternal renown : 
And are thus ill-treated by thoſe 
very people whom they have 
loved, whoſe intereſts they _ 
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Fad at heart, and whoſe welfare 


they have ſought to promote inthe |} 


moſt effectual manner. There- 
fore, as it is evident, that a con- 
ſtant regular courſe of true patriot- 
ic conduct, can only be ſupported 
by thoſe principles of action, that 
infidels generally agree to den 
the exiſtence of, they cannot have 


a right to be eſteemed as good ö 


ſubjects of civil government, much 
leſs as patriots, the friends of 
mankind, and the lovers and 
fathers of their country. 
fi QUESTION LX. 
Who are to be efteemed as infidels ? 
ANSWER. 

Not every man who deviates 
in ſome points, from commonly- 
received opinions ; but thoſe who 
eject divine revelation, and wil- 
fully refuſe either to examine the 
evidence of thoſe important facts 
G 3 declare 


1 
= declared in the Bible, or when it 
mis laid before them, treat it with 
contempt, and obſtinately deny 
thoſe things which are more fully 
proved than any other hiſtorical 
relations; which, though of little 
conſequence, they believe upon 
much leſs authentic evidence. Our 
modern infidels are like the Sad- 
ducees of old, who ſaid that there 
was no reſurrection, neither angel nor 
Spirit: That is, that man has no 
future exiſtence, The Sadducees 
were nevertheleſs grieved at the 
ſpread of chriſtianity, and having 
tried in vain to ſtop it, by for- 
bidding its being taught, they were 
filed with wrath, and raiſed a 
; violent perſecution againſt the be- 
lievers in the reſurrection of Jeſus, 
And ſome late facts, ſerve to. 
| ſhew, that if the power ſhould 
by ANF, NEARS by lodged in the 
hands 
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hands of infidels, (and they ap- 
ear to be remarkably fond of it,) 
they would ſoon farbid the pro- 
feſſion of chriftianity, and the 
public worſhip of God, and per- 
ſeeute to death, all that would not 
bow to them ; and would not ſtop 
ſhort of downriglit atheiſm in re- 
ligion, and the moſt dreadful 
ſyſtem of horrid tyranny in gov- 
ernment. Therefore, let Ameri- 
ca beware of infidelity, which is 
the moſt dangerous enemy that 
ſhe has to conteſt with at preſent, 
and the only foe that ſhe has rea- 
ſon to be afraid of ; as it aims at 
the entire deſtruction of all that is 
valuable and dear to us, and pre- 
vails in a molt alarming manner. 
QUESTION ILXI. 

By what means may infidelity be 
checked, and tyranny be prevented 
from encroaching on our privileges, 
| 9 4 and 
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ny pure religion, and genuine libcr- 
(hich muſt ftand aud fall 
Ht ) be prejerved and maintain- 
ed in this country ? 
ANSWER. - 

One of the beſt methods is 
freely to encourage the inveſtiga- 
tion of truth, and a liberal enquiry 
into the principles of 1eligion, 
liberty, government, the conſtitu- 
tidn of our country, &c. And 
inftead of forbidding youth the 
knowledge of theſe things, let 

them be early inſtructed.into ſuch 
excellent points of wiſdom, and 
Wl trained vp in the ſtrict practice of 
an moral virtues ; let them be 
(WW taught to ſee with their own eyes; 
and when their judgment is 
properly ripened, let them learn to 
WH think for themſelves. Thus will 
they ſee on one hand, the folly of 
| ſuperſtition, and on the other, the 
madneſs 


* 
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madneſs of infidelity, and will 
wiſely avoid them both. So they 
may attain ſuch Knowledge and 
virtue, as never to be the dupss 
of deſigning men, (who, while 
they promiſe their adherents liber- 
10 and happineſs, are, themſelves, 
e ſlaves of corruption, vice, and 
miſery,) but be an honour to them- 
ſelves, their parents, their country, 
their religion, and their God; 
good citizens, good politicians, 
and good chriſtians. 
QUESTION LXIL 
M bat are the great and important 
leſſons which the United States of 
America are teaching the kings and 
nations of the world at preſent ? 
| ANSWER. . 
1ſt, They teach kings and 
rulers to beware of oppreſſing 
their ſobjects too far; there is a 
certain point to which they may 


advance, 


[ 32 J 
advance, but beyond that it is 
dangerous, and frequently fatal to 
their power. And the more en- 
lightened their ſubjects are, the 
more dangerous it is to opprels 
them beyond meaſure. For Solo- 
mon's obſervation will always re- 
main a truth, Surely appreſſicn 
maketh a wiſe man mad. There- 
| fore, if they would have their 
people remain under their govern- 
ment, let them redreſs their griev- 
ances, grant them more privileges, 
and govern them with mildneſs 
and gentleneſs. 8 
2d. Another leſſon that kings 
and nobles may learn from our 
government, is, that they are not 
of that vaft importance in them- 
ſelves, or to mankind, which they, 
formerly imagined they were, and 
as people believed them to be; 
for our federal union ſnhews, that 
1c 


S 


B 


it is poſſible for an extenſive coun- 
try to be well governed, with- 


out either monarchy or ariſtocra- 


cy; by a conſtitution originating 
from the people themſelves; and 
at a very ſmall part of the ex- 
penſe, which it requires to ſup- 
port kingly government. 

3d. The United States teach 


the nations of the world, that a 


repreſentative government, is at 
preſent, far the ſafeſt for the peo- 
ple, and that they are much more 


likely to enjoy peace, liberty, pro- 


tection, and the means of happi- 
neſs, under ſuch a conſtitution as 
ours, than under a monarchy, or 
an ariſtocracy, v here one man, or 

a few, might plunge a nation into 
the horrors of war, without its 
conſent, or any provocation being 
given, that the people, if their 
will could be known, would judge 
to be a ſufficient cauſe. 4th. 
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4th. Our preſent ſtate teaches, 
that the exiſtence of the chriſtian 
religion, does not depend upon a 
legal eſtabliſhment, or ſetting up 
one ſect above another; a free air 
is the moſt congenial to real re- 
ligion; and to allow all chriſtians 
to think freely for themſelves, and 
worſhip God according to the 
dictates of their own conſciences, 
is certainly, not only moſt conſiſt- 
ent. with our natural rights, but 
the beſt policy, For the way to 
deſtroy animoſity and ſtrife, all big- 
otry, perſecution, and intolerance, 
and to promote peace, harmony, 
and good will amongſt all de- 
nominations of chriſtians, is to 
place them all upqn an equal 
footing 3 as the United States 
have proved by experience. 

5th. Some of the ſtates are 
making an experiment in govern- 
ment, 
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E 
ment, which, if it ſhould anſwer 
the purpoſe, and be generally 
adopted, will be of vaſt advantage 
to the community, and may ſet 
a pattern to the world at large; 
and that is changing the .puniſh- 
ment of death, in all caſes, except 
vilful murder, and (in ſome ſtates) 
high treaſon, into confinement for 
a time, during which the crim- 
inals are to labour, and provide 
themſelves food and raiment, and 
make reſtitution to the public, for 
the damage they have done ; and 
what they earn more is given them 
at their leaving the priſon. This 
kind of puniſhment is intended to 
reform, and not to deſtroy ; and 
to bring tranſgreſſors back to be 
; _ - virtuous members of ſociety, in- 
ſtead of cutting them off from it 
forever; and in the mean time, 
making them uſeful to the public 
H by 
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by their labour. This, when it 
becomes general, will be a great 
improvement indeed 

6ch: The United States teach 
mankind, that a mild” and gentle 
government, may be as effica- 
cious as the moſt tyrannical and 


arbitrary; and it is certainly in far 


leſs danger of being ſubverted 
overturned; as it is n 


always the intereſt, and Wen. 


the inclination of the people, to 
ſupport a mild government. 
7th. The United States teach 
the world, that no danger ariſes 
from naturalizing the Jews, as well 
as other nations: It doth not and 


cannot make void the promiſes 


of God reſpecting them; neither 
will it in the leaſt hinder them 
from returning to their own land, 


when the time comes. And 


however levere the calamities are, 
which 


r ET ET 


—— 


198 


which ſhall be the portion of thoſe 


nations, that have deſtroyed and 
afflicted that deſpiſed people, there 


is none threatened for giving them 


reſt and peace, and affording them 
ſuccour and protection in the time 


of their diſperſion. Let Europe, 


Aſia, and Africa beware ! but 
fear not, O America! Theſe are 
a few of the important leſſons, 
which the world may learn from 
the United States of America, 


under their preſent happy conſti- 
tution and excellent government. 


QUESTION LXIII. 


. What are the bright and pleaſing 


proſpects which the United States 
have before them at this tine? 
ANSWER, 

Many, and more pleaſing, than 
any other people ever had ſince 
government was ſet up amongſt 
men, as far as we are informed: 
* We 


6.05 
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We have the proſpett of general 
and lafling peace with all nations ; 


of tranquility amongſt ourſelves ; 


of an amazing increaſe of popula- 
tion, wealth, and internal reſources ; 3. 
of the increaſe of knowle dee of all 
kinds, induftty, the improvement 
of agriculture, manufactures, arts 
and ſciences; we have the proſpect 
of extenſive ſertlements, free navi- 
gation of the great rivers and lakes, 
either in or near our territories, 
without war, contention, or ſtrife; 
of univerſal trade and commerce 
with all the world, as far as our 
intereſt or inclination may lead vs ; 
of permanent liberty, and choice 
freedom in our country ; the 
amendment of _ our. conſtitution 
whenever it may need it and be 
deſired by the body of the people; 
a growing increaſe of | happineſs 


of every kind; of the caly payment 


0 
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of the public debt, and an entire 


ceſſation of all taxes for the ſupport 
of 3 by the ſale of the 


weftern lands, in ſmall diviſions, 


to actual ſettlers. We have the 


proſpect of being the greateſt, and 
may God grant we rnay be the 
wiſeſt, beſt, and moſt virtuous 
prope upon the globe; and not 

like all other nations, noted 
for particular vices, but on the 


contrary, remarked for every capi- 


tal virtue that can adorn mankind ! 


We have the proſpect of the con- 


tinuance of the goſpel amongſt us 
to the lateſt period, and that true 


religion will riſe and ſhine here, 


in all its native beauty and purity, 
and that civil and religious liberty, 
piety, virtue, benevolence, and 
morality will forever adorn theſe 
weſtern regions; and that God 
will be our God, and we ſhall be 


RO his 
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that is in ſuch a caſe ! Theſe are 
ſome of the bright and pleaſant 
proſpe&s which "lie before the 


United States, but a full view of 
them all would exceed calculation 


and belief, and almoſt ſurpaſs 
imagination itſelf. 


QUESTION XITV. 
Are there any peculiar advantages 


to be found in a ſavage ſtate of ſociety ? 4 


ANSWER. 
Yes; the ſavage ſtate is a 
able to the health, activity, and 
vigour of the body; to firmneſs, 


and fortitude of mind; to political 


talents and virtues ; ſuch as the 
love of their own tribe, prudence 
and wiſdom ia their counſels, integ- 


rity and public virtue, eloquence, 
"and the art of public ſpeaking ;_ 


extremely favourable to the love 


of freedom; and to the exerciſe - 
. e of 


his people. Happy is the people 
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of ſome virtues ; ſuch as conſtant 
friendſhip in their little circle, 
hoſpitality, truth, ſincerity, and 
honeſty, and the abſence of many 
vices which are but too eue 
in civil ſociety. 
QUESTION IXV. 

What are the diſadvantages H 
are connected with a Jevage . of 
fociety ' ; 


ANSWER. W. 
The ſavage ſtate is highly un- 
favourable ro all intellectual im- 
provements; ſuch as reading, 
writing, and arithmetic ; ſwages 
have no name for the ſciences, or 
for abſtract and univerſal ideas, 
and their notions of religion are 
extremely weak and obſcure. 
The ſavage ſtate admits of but 
a very few virtues ; as reverence 
and reſpect to the Deity have but 
little place or elfe in the uncul- 
tivated 
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tivated mind of the ſavage, ſo he 
knows nothing of univerſal be- 
nevolence to mankind, and all the 
train of divine virtues conneCted 
therewith. The ſavage ſtate ad- 
mits of ſcarce any attainments, 
even in the moſt ne eeſſary arts; 
the beavers excecd the Indians, 
ten-fold, in the conſtruction of 
their houſes and public works ; 
and in the loweſt ſavage ſtate, the 
people are entirely naked, even 
without the leaſt attempt to cover 
themſelves from the cold, or hide 
their ſhame, as is the caſe with the 
natives of New Holland. The 
ſavage ftate is very unfavourable 
to population, and muſt be fo, 
both from the wandering manner 
of life of the ſavages, the irregu- 
larity and uncertainty of their food, 
their frequent wars, and the vaſt 
quantity of land that is hy 

e , 
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for their ſubſiſtence, compared 
with that of thoſe who cultivate 
the ground ; for it is well known, 
that it requires a ſquare mile of 
land for the ſupport of one ſavage, 
who ſubſiſts by hunting, while the 
ſam Nuantity, properly cultivated, 
will richly ſupport ſixty- four per- 
ſons. The ſavage ſtate is greatly 
averſe to all improvements, and 
it is with great difficulty, that 
ſavages can ever be brought to 
admit the improvements of the 
civilized life, or to give up that 
independence which they eſteem 
the higheſt diſtinction and the 
greateſt glory of man. The ſavage 
ſtate is averſe to ſubordination, 
labour, and foreſight, and has 
nothing in it that can refine or 
improve itſelf, and muſt always 
continue the ſame, unleſs neceſſity, 
or ſome powerful cauſe, or cauſes 

mould 
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ſhould concur to change the ſame. 
Such are the diſadvantages attend- 
ing the ſavage ſtate ; they appear 
to be inſeperably connected with 
it; and they are of ſuch a nature 
as to prevent the improvement, 
progreſs, or increaſe of ſociety. 
We: need not heſitate a moment 
to pronounce, that theſe diſadvan- 
tages far exceed any advantages 
that can attend it; and theſe rad- 
ical evils, operate with a certain 
and fatal tendency, to continue 
man in a ſtate of infancy, weak- 
neſs, and the greateſt imperfection. 
The freedom to which this ſtate 
leads, is its greateſt bleſſing; but that 
kind of independence, of which the 
ſavage is ſo fond, was never deſign- 
ed for man; and it is only in the irn- 
pProvements of civil ſociety, that the 
human race can find the greateſt in- 
creaſe of their numbers, knowledge, 
fatety, and happineſs. QUES. 


1 1 
QUESTION A 
What was it made the inhabitants 


of theſe United States ſuch fons of 
freedom, and enabled them to ſup- 


Port the conteſt in ſuch a nn, 


even to victory? ˖ 


| ANSWER. 
They had generally property; 
rinciple, or public virtue, and 
31 if they had been in 
a ſtate of ignorance, abſolute 
poverty, and without patriotiſm, it 
would not have been ealy for them 
to have gained- what they did. e 
QUESTION LXVII. 

Upon what can the people bead 
for | the. ſupport: and mT oy 
{ang rights and freedom? 

225 ANSWER bf 18 

9 no beings or precautions 
under heaven but themſelves. 
The ſpirit of liberty is a living 


principle. It lives in the minds, 
principles, 
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principles, and ſentiments of the 

people. It lives in their induſtry, 
virtue, and public ſentiment; or 
rather it is produced, preſerved, 
and kept alive, by the ſtate of 
ſociety. If the body of the people 
ſhall loſe their property, their 
knowledge, and their-virtue, their 
greateſt and moſt valuable bleſſ- 
ings are loſt at the:ſame time. 
With the loſs of theſe, public ſen- 
timent will be corrupted ; with the 
corruption of public ſentiment, 
bills of rights, conſtitutions writ- 
ten upon paper, and all the volumes 
of written law, will loſe their force 
and utility. Their government 
will immediately begin to change; 
and when the people themſelves . 
have loft the cauſe, the principle, 
and the fpirit of freedom, they 
will no longer be capable of a free 
government, Bur let them | wh 

| erve 


ſerve their ſpirit of induſtry, econ- 


T1 


omy, of knowledge, and virtue, 
which led them to independence 
and empire, and their freedom 
will be perpetual, Which God 


grant may be the caſe. 


concerning the country of the United 


QUESTION LXVIH. . 
What may be fairly concluded, 


States of North America? 


ANSWER, 


That it is a land of liberty, 
peace and plenty; an aſylum for 


all parts of the globe ; a land of 
happineſs ; a people planted and 
preſerved by the Lord, Such 
another country, in all reſpects, 
is not to be found on earth at 
preſent ; and could the inhabit- 
ants be ſenſible of their vaſt advan- 
ages, and the numerous bleſſings 
hey enjoy above all other people, 
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perſecuted and oppreſſed from 


I they 
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they would thick themſelves harpy 
and would ſee that they had but 
little cauſe of complaint, but 
abundant cauſe of gratitude and 


thankfulneſs. 
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\WAPPEND:1%X: 


CONTAINING 


SOME INSTRUCTING QUESTIONS, RE- 
SPECTING AMERICA, AND THE 


UNITED STATES, 


—_— 


9. JJ HE N was America diſcou- 
ered by the Europeans? 
A. On October 12, 1492. 
Q, By whom was it diſcovered ? 
A. By Chriſtopher Columbus, 
[a native of Genoa, in the ſervice 
of Spain. Fr 
Q. Why is the country called 
America, inſtead of Columbia? 
A. A man of the name of 
Americus Veſpucius, a native of 
Florence, having diſcovered part 
of the coaſt of South America, 
I 2 had 


* 


| 
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1 
had, the addreſs, and the god 
fortune, to have the country called 
after his name, though it is evi. 
dent that Columbus merited that 
honour. 
. What proportion is America 
ſuppoſed to bear to the habitable globe! 
A. About one-third ; contain. 
ing fourteen millions, one hunde 
and ten thouſand, eight hundred 
and ſeventy- four ſquare miles 
according to the beſt nene 
of geographers. 
Q, What proportion dees ib 
territory belonging to the Uni 
States bear to all america? 
A. It is nearly one-iourteenth 
part; centaining about one millicn 
of ſquare miles; or, ſix hundred 
and forty millions of acres; and 
would make one hundred ſtates 
of the bigneſs of Vermont, i 
equally divided. 
: Q. Where 


F 
Q. Where and when was the fir [t 


ermanent ſettlement made by the 
-ng/ijh on the cagſt of America! 
A. Ar Jamextown, in Virginia, 
the year 1607. 

9. Khere was the jecend ? 

A. At Plymouth, now belong- 
g to the ſtare of Maſſachuſectts, 
ne dee 8 

9. V ben was Pennſylvania grau- 
to the celebrated William Penn, 
pd by whom ? ORE 
A. In the year 1681, by Charles 
king of Great-Britain, &c. in 
nſequence of a large debt, 
ich the government owed his 
her admiral Peun. 

O, What firſt gave the Americans 
eaſineſs, under the Britiſh govern- 
nt 2 Sr ol ; 5 
A. The ſtamp- act, which was 
have taken place on November 
1765, but was ſo univerſally 
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oppoſed, that the Britiſh parli 
ment thought proper to repeal i 
on March 18, 1766 ; bur at th 
ſame time, paſſed the dectarator 
at, by which the parhame 
claimed a right'to bind the col; 
nies in all caſes whatſoever ; an 
which act, laid the foundation 
the quarrel and ſeparation whid 
_ afterwards took place. 
' 9. N ben and where was |! 
firſt ood fed, by any of the Brili 
Troops 4 8 
A. In Boſton, in that aff 
which is known by the 1 
the Boſton maſſacre, on March 
1770. 
9. When, and where did 
Frſt continental congreſs meet? 

A. On September 5, 177 
3 the city of Philadelphia 

. Does it appear that they l. 

any Thaw gbts of independence at | 
ine A. N 


f 
co 
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A. Not in the leaſt; nor until 
conſiderable time after the kin 
England had declared the thir- 
cn provinces out of his protec- 
dn ; which declaration cut them 
from his dominions, to all 
ent and purpoles. 
Q: When and where did the war 
ween Great Britain and America, 
ally commence ? 
A. On April 19, 1775, at a 
Je called Lexington, about 
miles from Boſton, 


Airerican militia, firſt diſcharge 

r muſcets ? 1 
2 The Britiſh troops; as ful- 
" Wppears: from the examination 
1 | oath, both of eur wounded. 
tla, and their own priſoners, 
were taken during the day: 
Britiſh were not fired upon 
Il, until they came to Con- 
cord, 


A: Did the Britiſh troops, or 
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cord, though they killed a nud. 
ber of our people at Lexington 
und wounded ſeveral others. 


Q ben did the United Sig 


* 


declare themſelves independent? 


A. On the 4th of July, 177 
O, When was the treaty cu 


cluded between the United Staii 


and France? 
A, On February 6, 1778. 
9. How long did the war laſt! 
A. Eight years: Ceſſation 
arms being proclaimed in d 


American army, on April 1 


1783 ; and the definitive tre; 
was ratified on September 3 
ſame year. br 

9. Who commanded the Aw 
can army during the war? 

A. That great, wiſe, and g. 
man, deſervedly ſtiled the fac 
and under God, the ſaviour 
his country, George . — 


45 
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- orn near the river Rappahan- 
ock, in Virginia, on February 
i, O. S. 71 | | 
9. How many men is it ſuppoſed 
at the United States leſt during the 
ar? 

A. No exact account has ever 
en given; but it is ſuppoſed, 
out a hundred thouſand Amer- 


Lal 
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3. ns periſhed, in conſequence of 
lat war; in fields of battle, on 
tion ſeas, in priſons, and priſon- 
in ps; by ſickneſs, hunger, fa- 


e, &c. and the population of 
country was entirely checked 
ing that time, there being not 
Hany inhabitants at the end of 
Var in the ſeveral ſtates, as in 
beginning. Th 

d, many ſlates are now in 
\. Fifteen; namely, New- 
pſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode- 
iſland, 
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and, Connecticut, Vermon; 
Newyork, Newjerſey, Pennſyly, 
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Vir. 
ginia, Kentucky, Northcarolim 
Southcarolina, and Georgia. 0 
which the firſt five may be called 
the Newengland, or eaſtern ſtate; 
the ſecond five, the middle ſtate 
and the laſt five, the ſouthern ſtate 
Pennſylvania always was, and ft 
continues the centre ſtate, and 
without exception, the richeſt a 
moſt important ſtate in the uni 
though but the third in reſpec 
the number of its inhabitants. 
How do the ſtates rank in numli 
A. In the following order, | 
iſt, Virginia ; 2d, Madachuſ:i 
including Maine; 3d, Penn 
vania; 4th, Northcarolina ; { 
Newyork ; 6th, Maryland; '! 
Southearolina ; Sth, Connedctiq 
gth, Newqerſey; 1oth, Ne 
ö hampſbi 
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i hamp ſhire; 11th, Vermont; 12th, 


iva Gears! 13th, Kentucky; 14th, 17 
Jy Rhodeiſland ; ; I5th, Delaware. ee 
ma, 


Q: What ſtale contains moſt f.; 
ee, ? W 
A. Maſſachuſetts, ineloding 
Maine, contains more free in- 
habitants than Virginia, by twenty 
thouſand three hundred and thirty- 
four, 
Q; Which of the ſlates has 10 ſlaves? ME 
A. Maſſachuſetts, _ including 


um Maine, is the only ſtate, where 
ect Wi there is not one ſingle flave now 
ts. in bondage. 1 


9. Which fate has the moſt PR 23 


er, A. Virginia ; having two hun- 3 
ule: ES dred and ninety-two thouſand, ſix 
ens hundred and ninety-ſeven, in cht 


; condition; which is almoſt two- 
1; fifths of the whole number of 
— inhabitants! in that ſtate. W 
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